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FEIF Riding Horse Profile 
Form for rider/buyer 
 
Why to use a Riding Horse Profile? 
 
Introduction 
The horse profile forms (one for rider/buyer and one for a trainer to describe the horse) have 
been developed by FEIF as tools to help find the right horse for the right person.  
 
The form the trainer uses to systematically describe the horse gives information about its 
qualities like character, riding abilities, education level and training conditions at a current 
moment tested.  
 
THIS form is for the rider/buyer to discover the kind of horse she/he is looking for.  
 
An educated and experienced trainer should help the rider/buyer fill in the form.  

The FEIF Horse Profile is a guideline to help the rider/buyer to find the right horse for fun and 
safe riding. FEIF is not responsible for the outcome when using these forms. 

 
 
 
An updated version of the “FEIF Horse Profile” may be found at: 
https://www.feif.org/Service/Documents/LeisureRiding.aspx 
 
An updated list of trainers may be found at: 
https://www.feif.org/Education/HorseTrainersandRidingInstructors.aspx 
 
 
Please share your comments about the FEIF Horse Profile at: 
https://goo.gl/forms/DwtCL1nS36NRIWu43 
 



www.feif.org 

FEIF  INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF ICELANDIC HORSE ASSOCIATIONS  
�

FEIF Riding Horse Profile Rider / Buyer Form  1/3 
(Rev 2019) 

Form for Rider/Buyer 
Based on my skills and experience as a rider, my ideal riding horse has the following behaviors, traits, 
and education.  
 
The horse should be: 

❑ Five gaited 
❑ Four gaited  
❑ Three gaited 
❑ Irrelevant/Not sure 

 
Behavior on the ground  
Place a mark in the appropriate circle. Comments: 

Catching Walking away ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Coming towards me 

Brushing, giving 
hooves Tense/Moving ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Relaxed/Standing still 

Saddling Tense/Moving ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Relaxed/ Standing still 

Leading the horse Rushing/Tense  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Slow/Heavy  

Mounting the horse Tense/Moving ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Relaxed/ Standing still 

Start to ride  
(first steps) Tense/In a hurry ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Relaxed 

 
General characteristics 
Place a mark in the appropriate circle. Comments: 

General Impression Tense  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Relaxed 

Sociable to humans Reserved  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Friendly 

Reactiveness  Very little  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Very much 

Reliability on the 
ground  Very little  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Very much 

Reliability in riding  Very little  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Very much  

Spirit/willingness  Lazy  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Eager 
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Educational Level 
Place a mark in the appropriate circle. Comments: 

Direction control Very little  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Very good 

Speed control Very little  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Very good  

Responsiveness to 
driving aids Slow/heavy  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Quick/Light 

Responsiveness to 
rein aids Little/slow  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Quick/Light 

Rein contact Heavy ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Light 

Neck/topline Low raised ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Well raised 

 
Exercises:  
Place a mark in the appropriate circle. Comments: 
Turning on the 
forehand Difficult ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Easy 

Walking backwards  Difficult ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Easy 

Leg yielding Difficult ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Easy 

Shoulder in  Difficult ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Easy 

Haunches in Difficult ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Easy 

 
Gaits 
Place a mark in the appropriate circle. Comments: 

 
Walk 

Beat Unclear ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Clear 

Suppleness Tense ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Relaxed 

Length of strides Short  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Long  

 
Trot 
Beat Unclear ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Clear 

Consistency Difficult ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Easy 

Suspension Little  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Much  

Suppleness Tense ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Very supple 

Movement Low ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ High 

Length of strides  Short  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Long  

Speed capacity Low ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ High 
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Tölt 
Beat Unclear ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Clear 

Consistency Difficult ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Easy 

Suppleness Tense ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Very supple 

Movement Low ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ High 

Length of strides Short  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Long  

Speed capacity Low ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ High 

 
Canter/Gallop  
Beat Unclear ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Clear 

Consistency Difficult ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Easy 

Suspension Little  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Much  

Suppleness Tense ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Very supple 

Movement Low ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ High 

Length of strides Short  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Long  

Speed capacity Low ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ High 

 
Pace (if appropriate) 

Beat Unclear ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Clear 

Consistency Difficult ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Easy 

Suspension Little  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Much  

Movement Low ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ High 

Length of strides Short  ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ Long  

Speed capacity Low ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ High 

 


